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CORONAVIRUS — ROTTNEST ISLAND — QUARANTINE ZONE 
Statement by Minister for Tourism 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Tourism) [2.13 pm]: I rise to inform the house of how the McGowan 
government has responded to one of the many urgent challenges facing us in dealing with the COVID-19 
emergency. As the Premier foreshadowed only a few days ago, Rottnest Island has been temporarily transformed 
into a quarantine zone to enable the isolation of persons whose COVID-19 status is unknown but who may present 
a virus transmission risk to the rest of the community. All persons arriving in Australia by air or sea are currently 
considered to be in that category and are required to enter isolation for a period of 14 days. Such isolation can no 
longer take place in the home as there have been too many instances of strict isolation not being observed. 

The passengers of the Vasco da Gama cruise ship, whose home port is temporarily Fremantle, are a mix of Australian 
and foreign nationals. Of the Australian nationals, 198 are normally resident in Western Australia. These people 
have been deemed to be the most suitable to spend their 14-day isolation period on Rottnest Island, while other 
arrangements have been made for other Australian and foreign nationals. 

The task of transforming the island over the space of little more than a week has been enormous. First, it was necessary 
to arrange for visitors on Rottnest to be returned to the mainland at short notice and arrangements made to transfer 
or cancel hundreds of bookings held by people for overnight stays on the island. The island’s accommodation was 
at over 80 per cent capacity at the time. Arrangements for the continuation of essential island services, allocation 
of appropriate accommodation and contracting of transport and catering facilities were also a major challenge. These 
arrangements were undertaken with close coordination with other state agencies, especially Health and Police, and 
additional key stakeholders, including island residents. Overwhelmingly, this work fell to the Rottnest Island 
Authority under the direction of executive director Michelle Reynolds. An extraordinary amount of work has been 
put into this task, which culminated yesterday with the successful transfer of 198 Vasco da Gama passengers to 
the island. Over the next two weeks, the Rottnest Island Authority and its contractors will do their utmost to make 
these people as comfortable as possible, despite the unfortunate necessity for them to remain in isolation. 

Although we are all hopeful that our beloved island will return to normal as soon as circumstances allow, the 
government has demonstrated by this transformation that it is capable of acting decisively and effectively in meeting 
the coronavirus challenge. 
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